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Quoted from the invitation letter:

The goal of the Conference will be to propose strategies to 
minimize risk associated with scientific experimentation and 
research on approaches for climate intervention. The specific 
objectives of the conference will be to: 

1) identify the potential risks associated with climate 
intervention experiments; 

2) propose a system to assess experiments for their potential 
categorical risks and suggest precautions necessary for the 
experiments; and

3) propose research standards and guidelines for use by the 
international science community. 



Total of expert participants = 172 (after accounting for 
dropouts and the IPCC Climate Extremes meeting in 
Hanoi); about 75-80% received support from the Climate 
Response Fund for travel and/or food and lodging at the 
Asilomar Conference Center

Academic institutions = 97 (including 10 young scientists 
who served as rapporteurs) from ~63 entities

Non-governmental organizations = 40 from ~30 groups

Governments and government laboratories = 20 from ~12 
entities

Other (retired, consultants, industry, etc.) = 15



International representation:

Australia 6

Austria 1

Brazil 2

Canada 3

Germany 3

India 2

Israel 1

Japan 1

The Netherlands 3

South Africa 2

Spain 2

Sweden 2

United Kingdom 16

United States 137

* A number of the participants were multi-national, some holding more than one 

passport, and a number were based at institutions other than their likely citizenship 
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Total media participation included 19 individuals, representing:

ÅThe American Scholar

ÅCanadian Broadcasting Corporation, documentary (3)

ÅChemical and Engineering News

ÅThe Economist

ÅMonterey County Herald

ÅMother Jones

ÅNature

ÅNew Scientist

ÅScience

ÅScience News

ÅUniversity of California

ÅIndependent writers, local and freelance journalists, filmmakers (6)

* In addition to the press attending the plenary and breakout group sessions, there were 

interviews outside of the Conference sessions, and there was also a conference call/briefing 

for the press at the end of the meeting



The three rules were:

1.Chatham House Rule (modified)ɂInformation learned at Conference can 
be used, provided there is no quoting of or attributing statements to specific 
individuals without their specific permission (and speakers granted their 
permission on talks).

2.Information learned at Conference is embargoed until the end of the 
Conference.

3.Recording only allowed in plenary sessions, and subject to the Chatham 
House Rule (modified) shown above.

Under these rules, there have been quite a number of articles about the 
Conference coming out since it concluded.



ÅMonday evening: Experiences with guidelines in other fields

ÅTuesday morning: Plenary talks on approaches to climate and 
carbon intervention

ÅTuesday afternoon: Plenary talks on legal, ethical, societal, 
economic, and governance issues

ÅTuesday evening: Panel on actions/plans by governments

ÅWednesday morning: Plenary talks introducing the notion of 
guidelines that might be applied to research on climate 
intervention

* In addition to the time in the Conference sessions, that everyone had rooms on the 

grounds and ate meals together provided significant opportunities for  interactions



John Shepherd FRS, University of Southampton: Introduction and Overview 
of Proposed Approaches to Climate Intervention

Phil Rasch , Pacific Northwest National Laboratory: Model Analyses of the 
Potential for Aerosols in the Troposphere or Stratosphere to Limit Incoming 
Solar Radiation

David Keith , University of Calgary: Experimenting with Solar Radiance 
Engineering: Possibilities, Limits and their Policy Implications

Richard Lampitt , National Oceanography Centre: The Potential for and 
Challenges of Enhancing Ocean Uptake of Carbon 

Jerry Melillo , Marine Biological Laboratory: The Potential for and Challenges 
of Storing More Carbon in the Terrestrial Biosphere

David Keith/Rob Socolow (subbing for Klaus Lackner) , University of 
Calgary/Princeton University: Status of Air Capture Techniques



Catherine Redgwell , University College, London: The International Legal 
Framework for Climate Intervention 

Oran Young , University of California Santa Barbara: Governing Climate 
Intervention: Lessons from the Study of International Institutions

David Morrow , University of Chicago: Ethical principles for trials of climate 
intervention technologies

Steve Smith , PNNL: The economic context for climate intervention

Scott Barrett , Columbia University: Geoengineering: Incentives and 
Institutions

David Victor , University of California San Diego: Regulating the Testing of 
Geoengineering Systems

Granger Morgan , Carnegie-Mellon University: Decision-making Frameworks 
for Geoengineering Policies


